
My name is Carol Ann Moon, and I am the outreach librarian at Saint Leo 
University. Besides being a member of the Society of Florida Archivists, I am 
also part of the Central Florida Archivists group. 
 
The title of my poster is Getting to Know You: Local Archivist Gatherings – 
Why Visit Neighboring Archives and Why Host. The short title I have given 
my poster is Only Connect. (Any E. M. Forster/Howards End fans out 
there?) 
 
I would like to first take this moment to thank SFA for permitting me to be 
the sole poster presenter. They understood that I was just finishing my MFA 
in Creative Writing and had not been watching my email for the copious 
amounts of notifications about the Annual Meeting’s presentation proposal 
submission deadlines. They knew, too, that I wanted to fully participate in 
the program, in the format that I could realistically accomplish. 
 
Also, I would like to present the founding leaders of Central Florida 
Archivists, Sue Rishworth and Gerri Schaad, with a token of my gratitude for 
allowing Doris Van Kampen-Breit and me to postpone the CFA gathering at 
Saint Leo from August 2017 until March 2018. 
 
Sue and Gerri understood that I really wanted to have CFA visit our Archives 
and Special Collections, and they continually held a place for us on their 
2017-2018 roster. (Sue and Gerri: I plan to not study for another degree for 
at least another year, so I hope to be on the same calendar as you and 
everyone in CFA for the foreseeable future.) 
 
In some very real ways, these two scenarios I have just mentioned are 
examples of the collegial connections and empowerment one finds in 
tremendous amounts among the professionals of Florida’s archival 
community. After all, the SFA newsletter states in its letterhead: “The 
Society of Florida Archivists seeks to connect, educate, and empower 
archivists and those working with historical records to preserve and 
promote Florida’s documentary heritage.” The Society of American 
Archivists, too, as you probably already know, includes collegiality in its SAA 
Code of Conduct: “Archivists cooperate and collaborate with other 



archivists…. In their professional relationships, …, archivists are honest, fair, 
collegial, and equitable.” 
 
So, briefly, I wanted to see if there was anything about collegiality in 
scholarly literature. I found and read a research study that dealt with 
teachers in Belgium regarding their professional development. The findings 
were, and I quote Clement and Vandenberghe:  “Only schools where 
learning opportunities and learning space are created in a professional way 
and without denying teachers’ individuality through the reconciliation of 
autonomy and collegiality in a circular tension, can guarantee teachers’ 
much needed professional development to take place. Within such a context 
teachers can become professionals who not only are technically apt, but 
who are also conscious of the moral and political implications of the work 
they are committed to….” 
 
In a similar way, Society of Florida Archivists Annual Meeting is “our 
school,” with “learning opportunities” and “learning spaces,” that are 
created in a “professional way” and that harmonize the strengths of 
autonomy and collegiality, thus guaranteeing the professional development 
of the participants. I posit, too, that Local Archivist Gatherings are 
professional development booster shots in between Annual Meetings, and 
that through these regional get-togethers at different archives, some of 
which may never host or be located near an Annual Meeting site, we can 
extend “our schooling” even further, and reconcile even more our 
autonomous working situations with input from empowered and 
empowering colleagues.  
 
With our collegial learning “working conditions,” happening at the Annual 
Meeting and happening with the Local Archivists Groups, we can be 
assured of a steady stream of professional development that helps us 
balance the best of autonomy and collegiality, and that helps us balance 
mastering technical expertise and understanding social implications.  
 
So why host? 
 
I have created a traditional poster board and invite you to come over 
during the breaks to see it and to speak with me about it. It contains some 



insights into the early development of Central Florida Archivists, as 
explained in email messages from Sue Rishworth, and also from Gerri 
Schaad (who was the first to host a CFA gathering in June 2015). Please 
note from the number of email addresses that the CFA member size has 
grown from 18 in June 2015 to nearly 60 in 2016. We are so lucky to have 
Sue Rishworth’s expertise from her founding of Chicago Area Medical 
Archivists (CAMA), a subgroup of Chicago Area Archivists (CAA), and of the 
Lone Arrangers Round Table of the Society of American Archivists (SAA). 
We likewise are fortunate that Gerri has played a lead role in CFA in order 
to get the communiqués out about the various invitations to archives in 
Central Florida.  Both Sue and Gerri make hosting so very easy, with their 
amazing organizational skills and generosity of spirit. 
 
My poster highlights the visit to Saint Leo on March 2, 2018, where our 
archivist Doris talked about a missing pamphlet that the founding Abbot 
Charles Mohr of Saint Leo put out regarding the anti-Catholic sentiment, 
which then Candidate and eventually Governor Catts seemed to be fanning 
with his highly charged rhetoric in the early1900s. At the end of the meetup 
at Saint Leo, I talked briefly about writing poetry for my MFA final project, 
using a Special Collections donation of Hough’s American Woods as my 
inspiration. This was a very empowering day for us at Saint Leo, because it 
kicked off our stewardship of Archives and Special Collections, since the 
death of our beloved archivist Sister Dorothy Neuhofer, Ph.D. 
 
I also display the latest brochure about the Saint Leo Abbey Garden and 
Grottos, something that we had hoped to work on several years ago, but 
finally did due to the interest shown by the Central Florida Archivists during 
their tour of our neighborhood. They were especially interested in the older 
Grotto, where the first Abbot is buried.  
 
When company comes, some long-postponed projects get done! 
 
So why visit? 
 
IN CLOSING, there appear to be, besides Central Florida Archivists, a few 
more locally formed groups in Florida--namely, St. Augustine, Gold Coast, 
and South Florida. You may read about their adventures in articles that 



appeared in the Society of Florida Archivists Newsletter that I include in my 
poster.  
 
Consider joining or establishing your own group. As you experienced here 
today during these outstanding sessions, and will experience again 
tomorrow, and during your walking visit all over Tallahassee on Friday – The 
Grove Museum, The Bureau of Archaeological Research, The State Archives, 
and The Riley Center and Museum -- there is so much to know about the 
documentary heritage of Florida. This face-to-face learning can happen year 
round, too, when we visit one another in our regions. 
 
I encourage all regions in Florida to eventually develop a group with which 
to meet during the months in between the Annual Meetings. Both the 
visitors and the hosts gain from an exchange of ideas and human 
companionship.  
 
After about two months went by after the CFA group visited Saint Leo, I 
asked a CFA member what his Takeaways from the CFA visit to Saint Leo 
were and what the trip had meant to him. I will end with Bart’s quote. He 
said: 
 
“I was very pleased with my visit to St. Leo’s and meeting the members of 
CFA. Everyone was very kind and eager to answer any questions I had. As 
someone who did not have a strong archives background, I was very 
appreciative of how welcome everyone was. It was interesting to see St. 
Leo’s archives and hear the talk.” 
       
Thank you so much for your attention. 
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